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Bulgar-slayer* (963-1025). The precarious tenure of a
Byzantine ruler, menaced from without by hostile armies
along every frontier, and from within by the fierce competi-
tion of powerful nobles, ambitious for the throne, is well
illustrated by the events of his reign. Dangerous revolts in
Asia Minor, lasting for several years, were crushed only after
long and exhausting struggles. Meanwhile Samuel, ruler of
western Bulgaria, had united his people once more, and in
successive conquests had extended his boundaries from the
Danube to the Adriatic. Thirty years of stubborn fighting
in the last and fiercest of the Bulgarian wars ended in the
great Byzantine victory of 1014, when 15,000 Bulgarian
prisoners were blinded and sent back to their sovereign.
With this terrible vengeance the ruin of the Bulgarian Empire
was consummated, and its territories were placed under
Byzantine rule.
The achievements of Basil II did not end here. In 999 he
secured the Empire's hold upon northern Syria, and in i ooi
a treaty was concluded with the Fatimid Caliph of Kgypt,
which lasted until the end of the reign. This in effect inter-
preted the limits of Byzantine reconquest. The duchy of
Antioch was recognized as an imperial possession, and a
rather shadowy suzerainty over Aleppo was admitted; south
of this, the Fatimid sovereignty was acknowledged. The
effects of this treaty were seen in the Crusading era.
Byzantine action in regard to Armenia was no less
decisive. In 1021 one of the Armenian chieftains, menaced
by Turkish invaders from the east, was persuaded to cede
his dominions to the Roman Empire. By 1045 the whole
plateau had been annexed, and the Empire now held in its
grasp both northern and southern entrances to the vital
provinces of Asia Minor. Meanwhile in the West all
Byzantine territory was placed under the control of a 'cata-
pan', an officer combining military and civil powers. The
weakness of the Papacy and of the Germanic Empire at this
time contrasted unfavourably with the new solidarity of
East Rome, whose star, even in western Europe, appeared
once more in the ascendant.
At the death of Basil in 1025 the Empire had reached its
apogee. By the conquests of the preceding century, less